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ell we do ke a hifi system which

can be up and running within fee

minutas of opening the box, And
simple set-up is just the first of a multitude of
merits that the AktiMate Blus [which isn't blua
at all... read on) brings to the hifi eqguation,
mainly through its ehiity to perform the duties
of g0 much of the hifi chain,

How so? Well, they provide, obviously, your

pudspeakers — but slso your amplification
which i built in to the left speaker. Also

system, enahbling you to select [viz the handy
mini remaota) which of the sources you hen
connectad. And how many SOUrces can

connect? Would you belisve up to sk — plus
thara's the builtin Bluetooth streaming fram
smartphone or tablat which gives the Blues
their name. [They are actually availabla in gloss
black, whita or red.)

The six inputs include direct USE connec-
tion from your computer to play your digita
rmusic collection [a USE cable is provided).
Thers are three analogue sets of inputs —
one on minijeck [cable provided], two more
on RCA phono pairs [one cable provided]
And there are two digital inputs, one each of
coexE! and opucal.

S0 it's hard to imegine a simplar, mora
rminimalist gystam than this. You might, for
exampla, put the Blues on either side of your

TV, Connect the TV vie optical. Run a USB
axtension over from your computer for music
And uss Blustooth to throw audio from your
iPad or smartphone. & full systam for music
and movies — and four inputs still to spare!
But this is not the true strength of the

Blues. Connectiviby can ba imprassive, but it's
the sound on offer that fires up our soul with
anthusiasm. Our very first action after that
rapid set-up wae Lo use the supplied minijack
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cable to plug in an old iPod nano, leaving it on
shuffle’ just to pley overnight (to ‘run them in’,
as we say). But so immediately engaging was
the sound that in d we sat in front of them
for several hours with the Pod shuffling away,
dalwaring that big punchy sound for which
LktiMate's varous products have been pulling
awards from around the world [including our
o — wa gave the Blues an award in our
System Salutions’ gory only & few months
aga). It is inherently ‘right’ from the first
notas — a big spacious sound with nothing
missing, nothing overemphasised, loaded

with enthusiasm, delightful in its musicality. it
soundstagas widely and deeply given suitzble
distance beh 1 the epeakers; the treble

is tamed to avoad any harshness but naver
drifts into dullness. And they can party loud

apperently without distress

So much did we focus on the music that
the tachnicalities seem almaost rrelevant
— AktiMate quotes 2 x BOW of internsl
Class-AB power to
drive the naodymium

megnet-drvan

25mm soft-dome
twaeters and 165mm
polypropylane drive
units. The woofers

ara neatly embedded
behind near-flush
grilles [semi-removabila
if desired using a

d pin hook]
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while the tweater’s dome grilles protrude pist

a few millimetres from their bottle-opener-
shaped aluminium surrounds, which give the
Blues thair purporseful looks and leftright
differentigtion. The DAC behind the digital
inputs is a capable Wolfson WMEYE1. good
up ko 24-bit,/192kHz from SPOIF or computer
[where they appear as TigiHug'], while we
pather that the Blustooth spec includes aptX
for near-C0 quality if your phone sup
it: [bit, by aptxphonas). Certainly the Blues
maintained & marvellous presentation of music
staver sources and 'FPI.T. WErg used.

If the the versatility of the Blues fits your

needs and the size suits [theyre 32 = 21 »
28cm, a bit big in both size and precontation
for desktop use], don't think twics. Tha Blues
take AkuMate's successful formula up a level,
while maintaining the brand’s core strength
of excallant music-making. JF -+

Mora info: Wi, aktimate.com.au




